INTBODUCTION
nameh have their parallels in well-known heroes andE
legends of ancient China. The similarities are very
close, indeed, and show how far Firdausi was true to, and
succeeded in conveying, the old tradition before him
even without suspecting its true significance. Similarly
in that volume I have discussed the problem of tha
laontacts of the legend of (Azi) Dahak with the mytho-
logy of Babylonia and of old Greece. To quote the
words of one of the eminent savants who did me the
honour of reviewing my work favourably <e one is con-
vinced once more about Firdausi's amazing reliability
down to the finest details. Individual words and
specific expressions disclose vibrations, the true mean*
ing of which the great poet himself surely did not
suspect/'
The object of the present work, which forms a
companion volume to the former book, has been to
contribute further to the study of that large body of
Iranian and foreign legends and mythology, which
forms the ground work of the Shahnameh and which
endows that epic with much of its charm. Thus in the
essay on " the Iranian Odyssey " we find that not only
valuable reminiscences of conditions of civilization in
the old Hittite land (pp. 197-206) but also some very
significant names and epic motifs of that country
(pp. 207-216) have been preserved in the Iranian epic.
The episode might also throw some much needed
fight on the topic of the date of Zarathushtra
(pp. 21&-219).